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TALLEST-EVE
DISCOVERY
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Wee Mark Saville tracks down the tallest Discovery 2 in the world
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Rik'2 15,000 b
winch offersplenty
of Purchase

At least the
wheelnuts aren’t
any bigger

Try getting that
inyour Corsa’s
spare wheel well
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repare to be shocked. This

Discovery 2 is unlike any other

:.'U'L'l‘\-'c EVEr SCEn. lt TOWErs OVer
anything this side of a 38-tonne
juggernaut — so much so that it's
difficult to convey just how huge it
really is. It’s also awesomely quick,
despite the massive weight of the
Unimog portal axles and 40-inch
mud tyres with canyon-deep tread.
The giant Land Rover's tuned Td3
puts out about 165bhp {compared to
the standard unit’s 136bhp).

We've all seen lifted and modified
Land Rovers riding on enormous
tyres, bristling with serious-looking
equipment and generally making an
exhibition of themselves. But how
many have you seen that started life as
top-spec Discovery 2s? This is what
sets Rik Purchase’s machine apart
from the herd; that, and the chassis-
stretching 15,000 Ib Warn winch
squeezed into the ARB bumper.

If you think you've seen this
particular Discovery before, give
yourself a prize. We first saw Rik’s
handiwork in the April 2007 issue.
Back then, it ‘only’ had 35-inch tyres.

‘I got a lot of stick online about the
standard axles and halfshafts,’ says
Rik. ‘People kept telling me they'd
break. I got fed up with them and
decided to go over the top and fit
really huge tyres and monster axles.

‘I surfed about on the web to see
what was available. Initially, I thought
about sourcing Rockwell axles, but
these were too big and too expensive.

“Then I found Straight Forward
Supplies in north Wales. Tim Farley,
the guy who owns the company,
specialises in converting Unimog

@ As far as we know, Rik's
Discovery 2 is unigue but this
doesn't mean it's the only
Land Rover on Unimog axles
in the UK. Tim has recently

W completed a Defender for a

axles for all sorts of applications,
including Defenders. ‘I went to s

chapin Seotland, and we
hope to show you that Land
Rover in a future issue.

If you want to see Rik's
Disco climbing over that huge
fallen tree Mark mentioned,
goto www.lratv.com.

ee

him and asked if he could make a pair

for my Discovery 2. He said he ¢

ould

and he did a great job, as you can see.’
Rik’s ‘little’ project has caused a lot

of head scratching to solve some

of

the problems he’s set himself, not
least sorting the axle speed sensors,

a vital part of the ABS system.

“The original sensors worked off
toothed rings that were part of the
hub assembly,’ says Rik. ‘T had the idea
of a gear that slides on the Unimog

shafts. This is important because

the

Unimog's front shafts slide in and out

when you turn a corner.’

Rik’s an inventive bloke who has

more than one way of testing his

friends’ knowledge and skill. ‘I've had
a lot of help and advice from my best

pal, Mark Philips. He taught me
everything I know about Land
Rovers and even let me order my

set of Snap-On tools on his account.

Mark runs Discovery Breakers

(07974 740366), which is very handy

for Rik, since he tends to be a bit
accident-prone. ‘He rolled the D
vesterday,’ says Mark, by way of

confirmation. *“We had to use ad
to pull out the door post.’

‘We were playing off-road and went
over a big drop that rurned out to be
far bigger than I thought,’ grins Rik.

‘Since I saw you last year, we've had
to replace almost every panel, after a

chassis-bending accident.” The
subsequent rebuild was another

reason for the Unimog conversion.
Apart from the 40-inch Pit Bull

Rocker tyres from the States and

Unimog portal axles, the Disco now

first
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